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Vasile Popa

Vasile Popa s-a nascut la 20 iulie 1957 in satul
Ungureni-Manesti, judetul Dambovita. A urmat
cursurile Scolii de Arta din Targoviste avandu-| ca
profesor pe pictorul Marin Petre Constantin. Apoi
a absolvit Academia de Arte Plastice si Decorative
din Bucuresti avandu-i ca profesori pe lon Bitzan,
Vasile Chinski, lon Salisteanu si Dan Cristian
Popescu. Pentru anatomie artistica, perspectiva
si tehnicile picturii in ulei a manifestat un interes
deosebit atat ca student, cat si mai tarziu. Este
atras de peisajul citadin, care de altfel domina
pictura sa. Il realizeazs la ,motiv” ceea ce face ca
lucrarile sale sa aiba un plus de veridicitate.

Pentru lucrul sau fsi procura culorile, uleiurile
si pigmetii cei mai buni, preferinta lui mergand
inspre actualele culori OLD HOLLAND sau vechile
culori romanesti. Adesea, apeleaza la propria-i
experienta in prepararea culorilor, a mediumurilor
si a uleiurilor pentru picturd, pentru ca pictorul
considera ca performantele nu se pot obtine
farda un material adecvat. Se emotioneaza cand
reuseste ca materia picturala sa-l ajute in a realiza
o lucrare asa cum si-a dorit. Este de remarcat si
faptul ca, iTn urma multor experiente si a consultarii
vechilor tratate de pictura, a reusit sa redescopere
formula vechilor culori romanesti.

Face parte dintr-o familie de artisti, atat sotia sa cat si
fiul sdu Alexandru fiind pictori.

Citeste mult, i place sa comenteze ce a citit si are
o aplecare inspre a transmite altora cunostintele
sale. Cerceteaza tratate vechi de pictura, de istoria
artelor si a stilurilor, carti pe care le poti gasi in
biblioteca sa, alaturi de altele contemporane.

Artistul nu se ia dupa gustul pietei, este dominat
de un bun simt autocritic si considera ca rostul
unui pictor este sa lucreze tot timpul - timp care
oricum e prea scurt - si sa nu-si consume energia
n alte scopuri.

Vasile Popa was born on July 20, 1957 in Ungureni-
Manesti village, Dambovita County. He attended
the Art Schoolin Targoviste, guided by the professor
Marin Petre Constantin. He then graduated from
the Academy of Fine and Decorative Arts in
Bucharest, having as professors lon Bitzan, Vasile
Chinski, lon Salisteanu and Dan Cristian Popescu,
Both as a student and afterwords, he showed
great interest in artistic anatomy, perspective and
the techniques of oil painting. He is also attracted
by the urban landscape, which dominates his
painting. He paints in nature, which makes his
work more credible.

For his work he acquires the best colors, oils
and pigments, with a preference for colors OLD
HOLLAND and old Romanian colors. However, he
often uses his own expertise in the preparation of
colors, media and paint oils, because the painter
believes that certain performances can not be
obtained without adequate material. He is thrilled
when he succeeds in making pictorial matter
thats help him achieve a work as he wished. It
is noteworthy that, after many experiences and
having read old painting treaties, he managed to
rediscover the formula of the old Romanian colors.

He is part of a family of artists, both his wife and
son being painters.

He reads a lot, likes to comment on what he has
read and has a tendency to pass on his knowledge
to others. He consults old painting treatises,
history of arts and styles, books you can find in his
library along with contemporary ones.

The artist does not take into account the taste
of the "market", he has a healthy dose of self-
criticism and believes that the painter's mission is
to continuously work and avoid wasting his energy
in other endeavours.



Peisajul citadin a fost si este sursa de inspiratie
pentru multi artisti. Cladirile vechi, bisericile,
mahalalele, au constituit subiecte pentru creatorii
de frumos. Tn istoria artei romanesti pictorii de
peisaj citadin sunt numerosi. Dintre ei amintim pe
Stefan Luchian cu celebra ,Mahalaua dracului”,
,Gheretd la Filaret”, ,Colt din strada Povernei”;
Gheorghe Petrascu cu ,Turnul Chindiei”, ,Casa
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veche”; Nicolae Tonitza cu ,,Peisaj citadin”, ,Vedere
din Bucuresti, iarna”, , Autumnald”, ,Peisaj de
iarnd”, Marius Bunescu cu ,Vedere din Bucuresti”,

Lucian Grigorescu cu ,,Turnul Baratiei” etc.

Vasile Popa cutreiera strazile vechiului Bucuresti,
se impregneaza de spiritul locului ales si apoi
il nemureste in culoare. Are un apetit deosebit
pentru arhitectura veche. De altfel Bucurestiul
arhaic traverseaza opera artistului. Unele din
lucrarile sale pot constitui repere istorice deoarece
cladiri, strazi sau zone pictate de artist nu mai
exista, fiind demolate. Amintim: ,Calea Mosilor”,
,Case din mahala”, ,Casa cu acoperis verde”,
,,Peisaj din mahala” etc.

Considera cd un peisagist autentic trebuie sa
lucreze doar dupa natura - dupa ,motiv” cum se
exprima Cézanne - pentru ca el are de construit
o emotie plastica cu mijloacele picturii si nu are
de reprezentat o imagine a acelei realitati. Doar
indelungatii ani de studiu Tti pot aduce o orientare
pe acest drum spinos al picturii de ,,plein-air”.

The urban landscape has been and is the source of
inspiration for many artists. Old buildings, churches,
slums were subjects for many creators. In the
history of Romanian art, there are many urban
landscape painters. Among them we mention Stefan
Luchian with the famous "Suburb of Devil", "Stall
at Filaret", "Povernei Street"; Gheorghe Petrascu
with "Chindia Tower", "The Old House"; Nicolae
Tonitza with "Landscape of the City", "View from
Bucharest, Winter", "Autumn", "Winter Landscape",
Marius Bunescu with "View from Bucharest", Lucian
Grigorescu with "Baratiei Tower" etc.

Vasile Popa roams the streets of old Bucharest,
impregnates himself with the spirit of a particular
place and then eternizes it in color. He has a
special appetite for old architecture. Moreover, old
Bucharest is present throughout the artist's work.
Some of his works may be historical milestones,
buildings, streets or painted areas no longer exist,
being demolished. Here we mention works such
as: "Mosilor Street", "Houses in Suburb", "House
with green roof", "Landscape from Suburb".

He thinks that an authentic landscape artist
needs to work only in nature - with the "model"
as Cézanne expresses - for he aims to create an
artistic emotion with the means of painting, and
he does not have to create a representation of
reality. Only years of study can guide you on this
thorny path of plein-air painting.

Tree — oil on canvas, 70x50 cm, [20]02

Copacul — ulei pe panza, 70x50 cm, [20]02




Tabloul alaturat prezinta frumu-
setea unei dupa-amieze de vara
in care lumina si culoarea fsi
arata splendoarea fintr-un oras
patriarhal cum este Targoviste.
insotit de prieteni pictori -
precum Mihai Serbanescu, Adrian
Pancu, lon Bataiosu - Vasile Popa
isi aseaza sevaletul pe trotuar,
uneori chiar pe acoperisurile
cladirilor. Acest peisaj este vazut
de la etajul unei constructii ce se
ridica Tn acei ani.
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The picture below presents the
beauty of a summer afternoon
in which light and color show
their splendor in the patriarchal
city of Targoviste. Accompanied
by painter-friends - like Mihai
Serbdnescu, Adrian Pancu, lon
Batdiosu - Vasile Popa put his easel
onthe pavement, sometimes even
on the roofs of the buildings. This
landscape is seen from the top of
a building under construction in

ST those years.
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Centrul vechi din Targoviste - ulei pe panza, 50x70 cm, 2010




Strada lon Luca Caragiale din Bucuresti
este subiectul multor tablouri, fiind
reprezentataintoateanotimpurile:,larna
pe strada l.L.Caragiale”, ,imprimavirare
pe strada |.L.Caragiale”, ,Vara pe strada
I.L.Caragiale”. Exista o explicatie, aici
locuieste pictorul.

lon Luca Caragiale Street in Bucharest
is the subject of many paintings, being
represented in all the seasons: "Winter on
I.Caragiale Street", "Spring on |.Caragiale
Street", "Summer on |.L.Caragiale Street".
There is an explanation, the artist lives
there.

Winter on |.L.Caragiale Street — oil on canvas, 50x70 cm, [2000]

larna pe strada I.L.Caragiale — ulei pe panza, 50x70 cm, [2000]
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Sunny Day - oil on canvas, 50x65 cm, [2000]

Zi insorita - ulei pe panza, 50x65 cm, [2000]

Pe Vasile Popa il putem gasi in orice anotimp, fie in
arsita torida a verii, sau in gerul iernii, in apropierea
unor cartiere vechi, a unei biserici, a unui parg,
a unei cladiri incarcate de frumusete plastica.
Acest lucru este mai lesne de facut vara, asa ca
mahalalele lui Vasile Popa au canicula lunilor iulie
si august inglobata Tn ele. Rosul frige, iar verdele
copacilor pare o ceramica in lumina orbitoare a
soarelui. Toate obiectele surprinse s-au contaminat
de rosu, ocru, maro. Apar putine personaje sau
deloc in aceste lucrari, accentul cazand pe cate o
casa, o stradd, un ansamblu copac-casi. In general,
dimensiunile lucrdrilor sunt 50x70 cm sau 50x65
cm. Casele fnghesuite una in alta, unele mici
altele mai maricele indicd o anumita etapa din
dezvoltarea Bucurestiului.

We can find Vasile Popa in any season, either
in the hot sun of the summer or in the cold of
winter, near old neighborhoods, a church, a
park, and a building full of beauty. This is easier
to do in the summer, so the slums painted by
Vasile Popa have the heat of the months of July
and August embedded in them. The hot red,
and the green of the trees shine as if made
of ceramic in the blinding light of the sun. All
the objects depicted are contaminated by red,
ocher, brown. There are few or no characters
in these works, the accent falling on a house,
a street, on a tree-house. Generally, the size of
the work is 50x70 cm or 50x65 cm. The houses
crammed into one another, especially ones the
smaller show a certain stage in the development
of Bucharest.



Autumn Street - oil on canvas, 50x70 cm, 2000

Strada Toamnei - ulei pe panza, 50x70 cm, 2000

Materia picturala este asternuta generos, cu un
continut plastic propriu pictorului, fiecare element
gasindu-si firescul In compozitia lucrarii.

The matter is layered generously, expressing the
artistic content intended by the painter, ensuring
that each element is perfectly integrated in the
composition.
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Interior | - tehnica mixtd, 21x27 cm, [1996] Inside | - mixed media, 21x27 cm, [1996]

Inside Il - mixed media, 27x21 cm, [1996]
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Interior Il - tehnica mixta, 27x21 cm, [1996]
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Landscape at Dealu Monastery - charcoal on paper, 54x75 cm, [1982]

Peisaj la manastirea Dealu - carbune pe hartie, 54x75 cm, [1982]
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Natura statica cu ulcior - ulei pe panzd, 50x70 cm, 2000 Still life with Jug - oil on canvas, 50x70 cm, 2000

Ll
—
o
o~
£
o
o
o
x
S
<
v
©
>
c
©
o
c
5]
S
:
oo
E]
3
<
r
H
)
=
]
&

, 40x30 cm, 2011
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Natura statica cu ulcior - ulei pe p
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Vasile POPA

Cu fiul sdu Alexandru / With his son Alexandru I
193 I




